Di- and trisubstituted pyrazolo[1,5-a]pyridine derivatives: synthesis, dopamine receptor binding and ligand efficacy.
Based on the lead molecule FAUC 113, a series of di- and trisubstituted pyrazolo[1,5-a]pyridine derivatives was synthesized and investigated for their dopamine receptor binding profile. The carbonitrile 11a (FAUC 327) showed excellent pharmacological properties combining high D4 affinity (K(i)=1.5 nM) and selectivity with significant intrinsic activity (31%) in low nanomolar concentrations (EC50=1.5 nM).